[Stapes fixation in children].
The audiometric results after stapes surgery in children with isolated stapes footplate fixation were reason enough to analyze intraoperative findings and surgical procedures. A total of 438 stapes surgeries were performed in the years 1985-2000, and a retrospective analysis was made of the anamnestic data, intraoperative findings and audiometric data from 12 children with isolated fixation of the stapes footplate. The average age of the children when operated was 10.2 years (the youngest was 7 and the eldest 13). A loss of hearing had set in 5 years earlier. Taking the anamnestic data and the intraoperative into account, otosclerosis was found in 5 children. One child had a narrow oval window niche, in a further six children a congenital fixation of the stapes footplate was evident. Only 58% (n=7) of the 12 children operated showed acceptable postoperative hearing results. The best hearing results were found in children with juvenile otosclerosis. In three of six children with congenital stapes fixation, a worsening of both bone and air conduction was evident. The average conductive hearing loss was 30 dB at 1, 2 and 4 kHz. When explorative tympanotomy is indicated, a thin-layer CT scan of the temporal bone should be made to assess the risk of a liquor pressure labyrinth developing.